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The eighty-eighth Annual Meeting of the 
American Musicological Society (AMS) will be 
held jointly with the Society for Ethnomusicol-
ogy (SEM) and the Society for Music Theory 
(SMT) on 10–13 November 2022.

The Annual Meeting promotes the study and 
teaching of music. It builds community and 
supports scholars through a range of ap-
proaches and presentational modes, includ-
ing historical musicology, creative practice, 
ethnography, analysis, performance, musical 
demonstrations, policy, civic engagement, 
sound artifact curation, and digital humani-
ties. The 2022 call for proposals and the Pro-
gram Committee procedures are designed to 
reflect changes in the society's scholarly and 
demographic profile and aim to encourage 
new modes of sharing ideas.

Guided by the AMS's Statement on Fair Prac-
tice and Representation, the Program Com-
mittee seeks to create a positive working, 
learning, and social environment in which a 
diverse society may develop and flourish. Is-
sues of fairness and representation will be 
an integral part of the process of creating the 
program. 

At the Annual Meeting, the society invites mu-
sic scholars, teachers, performers and public 
intellectuals to share work and ideas in the 
proposal types listed below. A successful pro-
posal articulates the main points of the pre-
sentation clearly, positions its contributions in 
the context of previous work, and suggests 
its significance for the Society's membership. 
Session organizers are advised to convene a 
diverse panel. 

The AMS Program Committee invites organiz-
ers to submit the following types of proposals:

• Individual Proposals. The Program
Committee invites individual paper
proposals. Papers will be 20 minutes
followed by 10 minutes for discussion.
The Program Committee will compile
these individual papers into topically-
based three-paper sessions.

• Session Proposals. The Program
Committee strongly encourages poten-
tial participants to collaborate on pro-
posals for 90-minute sessions of three
papers. Each paper is 20 minutes long,
followed by 10 minutes for discussion.
Session organizers are responsible for
submitting a summary session abstract
as well as individual paper abstracts.
Organizers must also indicate a ses-
sion chair and may identify a respon-
dent if appropriate.

• Workshops. The Program Committee
encourages workshops whose formats
include but are not limited to sessions
combining performance and scholar-
ship; collections of short position pa-
pers; and discussions of publications
or creative works. Educators, artists,
and curators, for example, may lead
interactive workshops to emphasize
challenges and possibilities of music
scholarship, performance, and activ-
ism. Proposals should list participants
and outline the session format.

• Roundtables. The Program Commit-
tee welcomes roundtable proposals
that provide a space for participants
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to engage in dialogue with each other 
and the audience. Roundtables might 
include forums with scholars, commu-
nity activists, artists, public officials; 
conversations among performing art-
ists, curators, and educators about 
aesthetic and expressive innovations 
or the challenges of developing public 
cultures in diverse communities.

• Poster Presentations. Proposals for
poster presentations should follow the
guidelines for the submission of indi-
vidual proposals but also include an
explanation of the content and goals
of the graphic presentation. Guidelines
for posters will be distributed with ac-
ceptance information.

• Films. This category offers space for
presenters to display a recently com-
pleted or in-progress film or video. A
session of up to 120 minutes should in-
clude time for an introduction and dis-
cussion. Submit title, subject, and infor-
mation on the introduction/discussion.
Indicate the length of both the film/
video and the introduction/discussion.

All proposal abstracts must be 350 words or 
less.

Joint Sessions
For this special meeting, the program com-
mittees of the AMS, SEM, and SMT enthusi-
astically invite proposals for joint sessions, 
bringing together participants from across the 
societies. Joint session proposals may be for 
either 90 minutes or 180 minutes and should 
present a balance of participants from two or 
three societies. Joint session proposals will 
be considered as a unit by the Program Com-
mittees of the AMS, SEM, and/or SMT, and will 
be programmed as a joint session only if ac-
cepted by all relevant Program Committees. 

(However, a proposal for a joint session may 
be programmed as a solo AMS, SEM, or SMT 
session if one of the Program Committees so 
chooses.) Joint session proposals may be for 
multi-paper sessions, workshops, or round-
tables, as defined above. Proposals must 
identify the number of participants from each 
society. 

• Joint Session Proposals. Multi-pa-
per session proposals should include
a summary and individual abstracts.
These proposals will be evaluated
anonymously and should contain no
direct or indirect signal of authorship.
Joint session proposals may be com-
prised of either three papers (90 min-
utes) or six papers (180 minutes).

• Joint Workshops. Proposals should
identify participants and outline the
session format.

• Joint Roundtables. Proposals should
identify participants and outline the
session format.

All proposal abstracts must be 350 words or 
less.

AMS Program Committee Procedures
With the goal of expanding participation in 
the creation of the Society's annual meetings, 
proposals will first be read by an external pool 
of reviewers made up of AMS members hold-
ing PhDs in musicology or a related field. To 
serve as an annual meeting reviewer, one 
must be an AMS member. The call for mem-
bers to volunteer to serve as reviewers will 
go out in late December. Those submitting 
proposals to the Program Committee are not 
eligible to serve as annual meeting reviewers. 
The Program Committee will deliberate on 
the recommendations of the volunteer read-
ers and create the final program of the annual 
meeting.
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Application Restrictions
Only one proposal per person per society 
(AMS, SEM, and/or SMT) is allowed. No one 
may appear on the program more than twice 
(Committee and Study Group sessions are 
excluded from this rule). An individual may 
participate in any of the presentation formats 
listed above and appear one other time on 
the program as a chair of a session or as a 
respondent. 

Proposals of the same or similar content can-
not be submitted by the same person to more 
than one of the three societies. An individual 
may submit different proposals to the AMS, 
SEM, and/or SMT but must indicate the mul-
tiple submissions on the online submission 
page and select (in the case of multiple ac-
ceptances) which proposal would take prior-
ity. Authors who present on an SEM or SMT 
session may not also present on an AMS ses-
sion or a joint session. In the case of multiple 
acceptances, the Program Committees will 
give preference to any paper that is part of a 
proposed session.

Note: The American Musicological Society’s 
“Alternate Years Rule” has been suspended 
for the 2022 annual meeting. 

Submission Procedure
Proposals (including proposals for joint ses-
sions) must be received by 11:59 p.m. EST, 15 
February 2022.

Proposals are to be submitted electronically. 
A link to the proposal submission site will be 
available on 10 December 2021.

Please note that proposal submission ceases 
precisely at the deadline. To avoid technical 
problems with submission please submit at 
least twenty-four hours before the deadline. 
Proposals received after the deadline cannot 
be considered.

Notifications of the Program Committee's de-
cisions will be sent in early June. 

Sessions organized by such groups as AMS 
committees, Study Groups, and affiliated soci-
eties are not reviewed by the Program Com-
mittee and have a separate proposal submis-
sion process.

Deadline: 11:59 p.m. EST, 15 February 2022
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The AMS Committee on the Annual Meeting 
(CAM) is interested in significantly increasing 
the number and variety of professional devel-
opment sessions available to attendees of the 
2022 Annual Meeting of the American Musi-
cological Society (AMS). In service of this goal, 
CAM is calling for proposals from AMS study 
groups, chapters, and committees for profes-
sional development workshops, roundtables, 
and paper sessions to be submitted as part 
of a special professional development track. 
Proposals are due 15 March 2022, 11:59pm 
EDT.

The Committee on the Annual Meeting hopes 
to schedule professional development ses-
sions on a variety of topics supporting the 
needs and interests of the Society's diverse 
membership. Thus, it welcomes proposals for 
sessions that are either 1) are broadly applica-
ble to those trained or working in musicology, 
music pedagogy, music performance, music 
theory, music analysis, and related fields, or 2) 
offer practical strategies that address the chal-
lenges, needs, and concerns of discrete con-
stituencies trained or working in those areas.   
For the purposes of this call, a "professional 
development session" is understood to mean 
any workshop, roundtable, or paper session 
primarily focused on helping participants do 
one or more of the following:

1. acquire and improve work-related
skills, including archival and pedagogi-
cal skills, strategies for increasing eq-
uity, diversity, and inclusion in work-
places, and more;

2. better understand and navigate the
processes of entering or advancing in a

2022 CAM Special Call:  
Professional Development Session Proposals

particular career or line of work (includ-
ing devising strategies for navigating 
specific challenges or constraints); 

3. build stronger and more supportive
networks of peers and colleagues.

This CAM Special Call is limited and may 
only be answered by the designated lead-
ers or representatives of existing AMS study 
groups, chapters, and committees submitting 
on behalf of their group. Individuals wishing 
to organize sessions are encouraged to work 
with a study group, chapter, or committee. 
Proposals accepted in answer to this call will 
be designated in the annual meeting program 
as "organized by" the submitting study group, 
chapter, or committee. Proposals accepted in 
response to this call will be supplementary to 
any existing guaranteed study group or com-
mittee session allocation.

Application Restrictions
Excluding guaranteed study group and com-
mittee sessions, no one may appear on the 
AMS Annual Meeting program more than 
twice. However, the alternate years rule has 
been suspended for the 2022 annual meet-
ing. Thus, those who appeared on the pro-
gram for the 2021 AMS Annual Meeting are 
eligible to be included in proposals for this 
2022 CAM Special Call. 

Submission Procedure
The submission form for proposing sessions 
in response to this CAM Special Call will be-
come available on 10 December 2021. 
Proposals must be received by 11:59 p.m. 
EDT, 15 March 2022. Proposals are to be 
submitted electronically on the AMS 2022
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annual meeting site. Please note that 
proposal submission ceases precisely at 
the deadline. To avoid technical problems 
with submission please submit at least 
twenty-four hours before the deadline. 
Proposals received after the dead-line 
cannot be considered.

Notifications of the Committee on the Annual 
Meeting's decisions will be sent in late May. 
High-quality sessions that cannot be accom-
modated on the Annual Meeting program 
may be offered the opportunity to convene as 
AMS-sponsored events at another time in the 
program year.
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2022 Calls for Performances

The AMS Performance Committee invites 
proposals for concerts, lecture-recitals, work-
shops, and other types of performances dur-
ing the 2022 Annual Meeting of the American 
Musicological Society held in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, 10-13 November. We encourage 
proposals that develop a point of view, offer a 
programmatic focus, explore new musicologi-
cal findings, or relate to the rich musical tra-
ditions of New Orleans and the surrounding 
region. Proposals that engage with the Soci-
ety's diversity of interests and methodological 
approaches (including proposals that expand 
on the concept of "performance" itself) are 
especially welcome.

Freelance artists as well as performers and 
ensembles affiliated with colleges, universi-
ties, or conservatories are encouraged to 
submit proposals. All selected performances 
will be allotted a maximum of 60 minutes.

REQUIRED APPLICATION MATERIALS:

• a proposed program listing reper-
tory, performer(s), and the duration of
each work;

• a list of audio-visual and perfor-
mance needs;

• a short (100-word) biography of each
participant named in the proposal;

• for concerts, a one-page explana-
tion of the significance of the program
or manner of performance;

• for lecture-recitals, a description
(two pages maximum) explaining the
significance of the program and/or
manner of performance, and a sum-
mary of the lecture component, includ-
ing information pertaining to the under-
lying research, its methodology, and
conclusions;

• for workshops or other types of
performance, a description (two pages
maximum) explaining the concept of
the activity or event and its musicologi-
cal significance or relevance; and

• representative audio or visual mate-
rials pertaining to the program and per-
formers (twenty minutes maximum).

Although the AMS is unable to offer a fee 
to artists, modest subsidies are occasionally 
available for performance-related expenses.

Materials must be received no later than 11:59 
p.m. EST, 15 February 2022. Exceptions can-
not be made to this deadline, so please plan
accordingly. Notifications of the Performance
Committee’s decisions will be sent in mid-
May.




